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From Thr Autotfniph Hirthday Book.

lenns I am ; n'.dosi of potentate*!
Forward I look, and baekward and below.
I count, as god of avenues ami «ates,
îho years that through my portele come nod go.
Í block the ronde ami dritt the tields with snow ;

chase the wild fowl from the boten fen :

lv frosts congeal the rivers in their flow,

.iv tiros liirbt up the hearths and bear «of men.

IfFMtV W. l.o.NUKKI.U'W.

THE MILLER^ NIECE.
Pf.niAwhero on the ereat main highway going

north by weal from London, therein*? little town
which once upon .·, tune |,1aveil a MfDWt Hi English
history ? gre»« battle woe fought In a> meadow

dose bv it* now crumbling wails. A mil« or two

oil following tbe winding river vast the pai k çates
where tbe bouudi meet, is tbe wreck ol one of the

chief cities of our Roman conqnerora so, what

With bone- an Until ploughed up from the battle¬

field and coin- ami fragmente of earthenware vea·

aelsdag op frwin the grave of the dead and baried
city, tbe museum al Hattleborough (whleh ia etneh
Ilia back street, anil lilis some cheerless rooms a|.

proached by a naked wooden ataircaael ie not a bad
place win rein to mua an idle hour.

Mr. .losiali Smith. F. H. S. ?., inw nitiMing on

laeea mattere on« bright January afternoon m he
Mt ;:t the «pen winnow ol an eld BettUborongh
hotel will. !l looks down the Hlgh-st.
The High-et looked so sleepy and no peaceful,

lb;.' If Josiah bad not cannili lieht over the men

id the bonseeol one of the uglv towers of the per-
tentons llarkel Mall, he would have doubted
whether anyone ever «poke here m ? vote,· nbovi ¦

whisper. Into this stiline-» suddenly stroilo a ¡nan
Who seemed <>t quite another race from that which

people· Buttleborough. He eame ap tin· hill from

the railiv.iv elation, and of course might theme
have come from any whither, supposing be had

reached Bottleborougb y rail. But his soiled
Loots ami lus mud-bespattered trousers showed
thai he had been walking, .apparently ? Ions dis
tunee, evidently through muddy lanes. Tbo lithe,
straight ligure v».th the s»» ¡aging e alk seemed very
familiar m Jo iah, and as tbe new-comer partly
turned hie bead to Kok up at the window whore
tin· caged bird was singing, be saw with surprise
th it it w is ? rank Fisher.
Frank -vas .m old · boolfollow whom Josiah had

met in later years in London, where ha wasdolng
aotnethina «ore than studying for an artist, U«
was really wiling hi· pktorea, and seemed on a

fair way to conioetcnre if noi to fame. Tbil was a

lorn? time ano. near!»· ten rears, and in tbe mean

time Josiah bu ! losl sight ·>? him. They were boti
buey, ami had other things to think of than old

ilfellows and lisappearancea which, il sudden,
?µ·1" noi itti n Uvely mysteriona
Joden asked ab;· it him mi .· or twice when be

found an opuortunitv, and received ¡repUei which
pointed vai lv to the eertaintj Ibai 'something
aad ha,·· l in the rmnntry. Boma laid Irani.
\» - man other· thai he had loved fid lost
Wblial sMi." .».-re of opinion tbat he bad loved and
had failed to win Infuri ation waa vague, but the
impress, .? i- pn

; mk h ? chosen to go Ills own way, aod it »»as

nt thi« ?· * leading him down the High »t al ?

rapid. ig ·,??. which caused the meditative
trad"·! it open DOTI lUlWlj to tinn their
heeds ? in· at the phenomenon.
Joaink added to thotr perplexity aad Imparted

aamething like an atmosphere of excitement to the
stieet by presently roaning after Flunk, catching
him up inst betöre befell under the black ahadow
of the stupendous Market Hall. He waa not quite
.n glad to ees Joalafa aa thai obacid personage
thought he should have born, lint this feeling
neased oft in a moment. He had evidently debated
in his own mind whether he should be friendly or

forbidding, old Instincts prevailed, ami Bui tie
burougb received another sboek by the ipeetece <f

two inen violent!« shaking hands with eaoh oth-r.
Working away for their live· us if the r ami were a

pump am! tuo house un tire.
Bauleborougfa bad bad enough of excitement for

one day. so Josish suggested thai if Frank wen

remaining in trs town be had better come snd etay
hi his hotel, when they coul¿ be es briskas ??<·»
pleased without bringtug about fatal disturbance in
Ilio sleepy street.

Ves, Frank would sta» in Battleboroogh. Puch,
indeed, bail been bis intention. lie had arrived in
the town a' som·· dead hour of the nicht by the
mail train going north, lie had left his lufgagi el
the Btation aim thon gone for a walk.
After dinner, Frank, whoa· friendship hid been

rather qmamodic than soothing, began to aottle
down into something mor" (like bis n»\:i manner.
lie ome more f.rodticeil ont of his Irons is pockel
the hnr.e wooden piece of architecture which be
nailed ¦ pipe -a thing a il; a bowl large enough to
Serve as a store foi eweek*! leservcof tobacco for
an ordinary n. in.
? Tier ali, it did not come to much what be told

Joeiah of bis life during the past ten ream. He
li.nl bien abioail.be said, Undying. He bad spent
s I'oo·'deal ol time in QeHnaay, and had learnt to
drink thin beer and talk a thick language, fio hail
seen all the picture galleries between DrcodeU and
Madrid, Antwerp unit Florence, He had sketched
la them all, bellini» his pictures on the epot inai f? ?

what they would bring. BnMcienl for the day
vere the earning* thereof, aud frank.who. if be
had only decently married, and einharkt d nuoti the
Oueeii Ann« benna at Hempatead or st. John1·
Wood, would have speedily paid ..ft the mortgage
probably bad net at tne presen) moment nfty
pounds m in.ml Re had in hii wandering picked
gpsgood deal of health, ¦ little flesh and much
inns· in. His twenty ti»e mile ? a1!; after hi«
joiirn.y iu the train had apparently t»ihcii no more

out of him than »?·· lufter after adopting the
Johnsonisn suggestion of taking a walk down

Í'lr,·! >t He wa-s si-are. .? as yej in the prime of
ife. being, as tc.ti, u.s Juelan knew, thirty-live

years ot a·.»«.
Frank bad avfdentlv bad tmulilc. It may have

happened tears in:.». It map have been the can*

Of hi;- going abroad or it may have coin Id llini in
foreign ? unis, lim whatever it was oc wbereverll
had chanced the memory of it b*devident!) conn

haek ref.-ntly with acute pain.
lie was as rastlose as if be hid tin toothaeheoc

enppreased vont.
Amon:; other of hi» jio uliai it leg I rank did not

apponr to bavi any notion of going to bed. Mid
liirbt had sniiridod lrom the old ? linrcli tower < lose
by. A deeper itiIInee· had (alien on the solitude of
¡¡fcttleborough. The litrlit- were put osti In Ine pas-
gag¦·. nnd frank and Joeiah were probably the ??'.?
]? ople awake in Battleborougn.

. I know this plan· very well,' Frank sani, aftor a
Imig p..nse, durine which be bad sat steadily atar·
iu¿ at ilio lin» ami padnaUy disappearing amid a

gdOud Of smoke. -The lirai ten -pound note I ever

earned m ¡is for ¦ sketch I made of a butcher's shop
With the proprietor itaTiding at the door.

. Did yon paint anything elan In Hattleburnngh ?'
Josiah anhed.

Ves, I ¦ ids a very imotl sketch of a Magistrate's
Court, in a little room oli the Market I'lac. There
Was not rr.neb to be get out ot tin room. Four bare
v»alls; for furnltnr«·, three chairs, a table, and ?
little eoaco railed oft in which men stood, charged
with ail sorts of »rimes. fn>m killing a rabbit to
.layinga man. But I made very good portraits oi
th- three sober. Dot tO Day stupid, men in the three
cliM.rs and of the clerk taking down the évidence.'

. I ¦nnneee yen did the prisoner ·'
Ves, I think I did Inm prette well to,», thotiirh that

Was naturally tbe hardest job.'
Hav.» you got the sketch ··

. No, I eouliinof bring it away.'
' How aas that t'·
Well von. soe. 1 nid it with a I lack-lead pencil

en the wall of the cell to which ] wu'< removed,
alter tbo three wise mea iu the tbiee Windsor
eliaura had made up their Blinds to commit ms fot
trial on a chame of wilful murder.'
Frnnk sait this so quietly, without tbo »lightest

wnrinlhna from Ibo low, almoit sleepy tone, m which
h> nail been speaking, that .losiah thought it was a

>k*.no,' be said, positively yawning aa be rose and
thrust the pipe-stem into its appointed recep¬
tacle. It is no joke Ten years ago I was tried for
filial murder in this charming old town, and I
Su: »ose very nurrowiT »sea pesi being ben god. So
no.·., good-night. I will tell you all afïout it nt the
¦Burning, tf you «are to know. Bnt when ? man has
walked twenty-flee miles, and oaly had eight pipes,
h begins to feel in need of te.-t.'

.iiisiah began to eneneet that mnehameking ha«'i
»adi· Fiank mid.

II.
.I.nab cam·· down to break fasi the next morning

a little lato, and with a general sonaation ot having
tak-u m by the por.·*.to« much tobáceo smoke. He
rana tbo ootlee room bell, and asked ?G tin.
gentleman bad breakfasted.
.oh no sir.'said the landlady, evidently glad to

{et rid Of Frank on any terms. He wniiid not
»we any beeaktaet. hot raid ,his bill, »nd told mo

to tell yuu lie bad gone, for a walk, and that you
¦rere HOI to watt breakfast fui bun, as ho might 1*
la··.·.'
. ' Paid hit bill. Why, 1 thought he was going to
eta\ bore for lome days.'
'Well. 1 hope uot sir,' said the brislllng land¬

lady, permitting the long-pending storm to break
??t???. ? gentlemen who sits ?;» till ull hours of
he night, and then smoses in bts bedroom, walk-
ig about in hi·, boots till the fieatIonian under-
n ath can't got a wmk ol bleep, is more ireo nor

¦vclconic.'
..Josiah Mt that all this win a little bard ou him.
pili·· in liattleboroiigb had 1k«c.u very pleasant till
wreak.burst In upoil its silent accue. .losiah was
Îixçeedingly eoiufortablo at the hotel, and was the

ti'a* ·*? ""»'oi th»·« delicato attentions which
anuladles pay to quietly disponed geutlejnoii who go
o ned at decant hours, and don't smoko in the
«nee room. He was gettine on nicely with bis

tercat work on I'nderaround EngUnrl-wbieb it
.may be desirable to .»».plain has nothing to do with
öi.u.s but givce what Josiah truirte will be fcuurt
BE. ?22 ? ! ^'«»«ntof arclnoological vent igra of
the earlier deaizsns of these island·
mXStìJSLS^ SS °.n V,r-? wel1 with hi« work,
which required a cool head sud iiudistnrlied nerves.
Jle was certain lrunk would turn up egsia. It »vas

k-xpectalion that the silence would be broken by th-
9¡S2?¿Lt}?VI f00t on tllc -»«».and that the
Taint scent of the eroeuscs would be smothered by
the vile smell of a pipe,

.

tYnnk did not come. Bat tbe second momin»

after bis departure there arrived a letter. It was

dated 'The Mill, Ellandale, Wednesday mornuig,
an·! ran thus: _

.Dear Jack,.I did not mean to run away from

Vfu ? be 01 ber morning. Hut alter 1 bud had my tab
1 felt a «trou* wall ine fit on. and not being «taita
certain where it nniiht toad in·. 1 ehaarwed the pre¬

caution of paying mv bill I am mad I did S4>, for I
have settled down here for a bit. and have fatten

seriously to sketch-ug affato. It is a charming
piara, and turns to DM 'be fa», of an old friend I
iisesl to stop here »whiles, fen years aco and find
little change, though people, like myself, are older.
? have mv old room at the Mill, and, what is

better, there is a room on the same floor for vou.' As
you are one of those wretched crsatams with
nerves, and have, on reading thus far. vividly pic¬
tured yourself lying awake through the myht lis
toning to tbe roara tbe mill gtresm flowing ander
your bedroom floor, I may as well disp»-l the pleas¬
ing allusion.

«siniy te helonu·* to the mill.
And the mill belone* to ttend.v etili:

but Sandy, or his forefathers, observed »he wise

precaution of emetine their house at a convenient
distance from the mill.

You »vili like to know this. Bat what is more to

the. point is ibe remarkable opportunity vu will
find hereof adding a few particulars to " I mler-

grnund Rngland.1 Í fsnry that al on- time «Jo'lns
Ciesnr or some other distincnislied person of that

epodi musi have lived a few feet endemoath the

present level of Filandaie. However that be, t ß

plonghmen here are alw»vs turningorercylindri¬
cal potterr, which 1 believe are the ehimney-noti ol
the Imried citV.
'Come and digit nt». there's I rvwI man, nnd for

irni ii ?. ess' sake tell us who or what it is we »re Ii»'

ine »>ver. I bad a talk reaterdsT sfternoon with
old liedgwaPloughman, Whom 1 overheard asfagbad
langnage about one of these thing· he bad insl
turned ?m. Me will bare it tbe»· tin· old drain¬
pipes, But 1 am sure they are Unman ibininev-
nota, and von would, after near? short aad inev-

penslve Inqniry. be able t<> settle t!u> question
whet her the Romans li'ed patent lines.

Too n.ed not was unless you like. Ymn ran
TtiV-e train from Rattlehnrnngh, whtch »»¡I! land you
al Ri baton, adhere I will lie ?? ?.I ron on Ibe ar

rival ot the tmin at 3 to-morrow afternoon. Ito n«

m s b si nu sen! Gt?p? Fours trnly, Paamc.
It is probable that if Joaiah bad. nntrammelled,

taken bui own way, be would have declined tins iu-
»it-itio and stayed where he w .s.

Bnttnietaan Frank rere him no choice. He was

like the centurion, su»itu. to ona On, and he soeth,
sad to Joaiah Coma, 'and,' sdded Joslah with a

comical air of perplexity, 'be cometh. If he had
only giran sie time i>> write ami propose other
arrangemnuto I Hut lie has Axed the boar end the
train, and the place; there is nothing left for me
but to go,'
To do ¡astice to Joaiah's native shrewdness, the

bait, about the ancient Roman ehIno? ?? pits had
not the slightest weight with him. Iledld not
knnw whether Frank meant this for a low ;..ke. hat
was sure that if he were ? earnest it did not matter.
sin··, his j rnoranoe on all that related to ti - elated
antiqnity »vas appalling.
Frank was at the si ation to meet hire on tbe fol¬

lowing sfternoon, snd took his arrival quite ss s
of c'.ii-s.i. Ho seized h< 1 I ol .tosi iba modest
and '»!b a hearty '('ome along, old man.1

trndgëd oft down tbe lane at a perfectly ridiculous
nace. II.· seemed to be in high -pints ? ¡Sipa
little ostentatiously so. and talked on rsoldly as

they rattled along ibe measured mile that con

veniently intervened between Kllandsle snd the
railway station.

'If »on don't like Filandaie. Prank said, 'yon
had bottai not my m In my company. I tnonghl
when! Bret sew H ten rears ago thai i: was on* of
the most charming opnta in England and coming
back te :t now sfterseelns sll the show places on
tbe Continent, I think en still,

Is he msrrisd.the miller V
. no ? fancy he bea been ratbei sn odd rhsp on

of tln.se felows »»uh a history, ii we could onl\- get
at it.'

]>·«·^ he live by bini-eli, then ?'
So, bis niece i bis bou·« keener.'

. Ab ? said Joaiah wl i G1. ·

had inst discovered a fragment of a mosaic of no-
doubted Roman origin, Bo them la a ni ·-. la
there ?

Yes. and, what is even more remarkable, then
nephew, but he Is dead. Now, if you will be

good enough to -??? Into tirs field, we «ha!
the hon-e in three Bslnntoe. Yon will observe that
there is no fence te get orer. We Just 'Talk oil the
high road tato the field, snd there we ar>· and
there 1 perceive standing at the door waiting to
weh·, nie yon is the liiere, lbs astonishing feel of
whose existence ha* so greatly fluttered yen.'
Joaiah of sontas bad not nerienced that

marvel at the mere existenee m Mis, Margraves
which it suit· .1 his companion tn enlarge upon. II"
bad, as anyone can see. ventured upon a liti le badi
nsgo, meantag to imply, when he mid.'Their Isa
niece G'Ah, ah! my »rood friend Prank, ibis is

what brings yen down to thi-out of tbe-way place,
making yon start oil In th·· .bad ni th rugïi» f'.r
what you call a country \»a!k !'
Bot Joaiah in the bauds of a strong man hwl no I

more actual possession of his own jok»s than in the
ease o! a l.url»' footpad bo wonld have h*.! of bl*
valise with its assortment «f memoranda aad fine
linen. His little joks had evidenti) missed ??
he was not the man to toad igain.
Moreover, be i»li that a mneh bsldei man than

himself would not have been ladine I toi
iokrs about Miss Mai uni? s in thai la·'?'- prSS
».me. She was only a mili': sad lived In
the middle of a field, probably withsnch societ) as

is nsnslly comman led from millers' honeshol Is In
happy England. Yet she bad that quiet aelf-possm
ston whlen is stipinoseli to nome from
»»li ? is calli u good-breeding. Shebsd not many
visitón In he course of a \ ear, or evi ? ol ten »''-ai s

Yet she was n .t a bit sh» or reserved with Joaiah,
albeit Frauk bad told her be wssra F. K. ft A... and
bad largely Indulged In table '»itb regard to bla
un:vers,? lutili and bia mémorable literary schisve
iiienl.s. Ile must OS a ir? at man tbough Ik- did not

look ii. being much more rmbanaased ai Ine reeep
timi than »vas the miller's niece, To tier b·· »\asa

gnest, a friend »d un ».bier Ira nd. and us SUI li be
Was straightway to ??· made at home.
Josiah liked l.llaiidale with its angtilariiy. Re

liked Ins dainty chamber with it. bomespnn linen,
11: rui.t it laven.let, ami be >: eidedly like»] In¬
ni, lera ñisca. Me had known her only lor tan
minutes, but he came t«. til·· eom lusion that she did
everything well, leading to the eomasonsst acta ol
nails life a grace ,-,¡i ?,,., owe. Me reekoaed aer
aj.· to be twenty-nev.ii or twenty-eight, ami would
ha\e wunderet! why sin- was not niarneil it be had
not felt suro that there wm» m> sas lo ËUaudale
wotthy »>f b^r.
She »raw not at the hour the µm si had grrlved

what the female heads of boosSBOldl are incus

tamed to »all · dressed.' She hud on only a plain
black dress, for the bettt.r proteetton "f whton she
WOCe SO apron. Hnt the apron was mule aller tbe
Luiliinti known as bib, anil few things more ravish
fag had met the oyes of Josiah siaoo he discovered
that coin of the Kinperor ?adlian which Ioni
Purria, nasiIb| about lor some means of giving
ptoeSave tu a valued friend, hud pnn based 11 oui a
dealer and plantad over-night Bader a eeira in
Argy'.eihiro. one Stimmer when he and Josiah were

having a little holulav at » »1u.ii
Tbt miller's uiec»< was not a beanty allei th

styltt that we photograph, and can purchase ata
«billing nach, with a reduction on takiag ji »|tiau-
tily. Yet when Joeiah camelo reckon up her fea¬
tures us he sat in his bedroom, he could uol»iuite uu-

derstund how it wue that she certaauly failed in
claiming each preeadaeaos. Paraaae it was hei
mouth that was a little too large, though when it
»» a- open to laugh, as ,-» ueiotially hotel, il »rae

tilled with euch pretty teeth that it asentad scurcoly
fair lo complain that so full a view wiw» obtained of
them. She had soft brown «tyes, surely BUMM to
laugh ofteuer than they did. Josiah dui not per¬
mit himself to speculate as to what distance from
bat heels her hair might bave readied if she had
been thought worthy of being photographed with
it combed out. Hut it wa* very uhnndant. its soft
sad gloshy wealth being plainly brushed hack trim
the forehead and brought up ia a »tupemlous knot
at Hie back of the head. .Inaiali was snrt» she had
pretty hand«, a tUtle l.mwii hut soft wiih.tl.
Pstnaps aha was not a beauty beeaaas slm tasked

sanartion, Sithst on the part of herself, or what is

known in leiral phruseologv as hei peal fritad. Bol
bbe was o vnry j.i> a«atii ptessaee in a hoOM which
could no more have gone on without her than the
mill could havo grmod com if thff stream hud eud-
»leiily run dry.

III.
Th» miller came m to tea, ami. though \<n smell a

little strongly of Hour, en* otherwise sgreoebfe ta
the fastidious ta^te ot Josiah. T»· ]»>ok
at bun M he sat at his own laide with thin
white huir straggling to bis shoulders, wrinkled
tute, laoK-ltiütro eyee, and an air of absolute and
hopeless dcjoction, onu would lu ve gue .sed his n-.f.
b> sevculy-live. It was occasionally when his niece
spoke to him that, his aspect chaug-d. and then
inomeiitariU »ame back to him the streugth and
eheerfnlasm which stand by sixtv when ¦ man has
lived happllj and is prosperous.

The old gentlemau SSStaS in low spirit* to-dav,'
Josiah observed to Krank.

It was night, sud they were sitting in the room
vrhudi served for breakfast, dinner, toa aud «iippt-r.
At l»i o'clock the miller, his niece and the wbolo
sstabnshmsat wore sesosteaaed to rettrc to rest,
hikI half au honr Inter were probably aslciT).
Krank was not able to fall In with those pleiuiug
manners, and was accustomed to sit up later in
order to smoke a moe. Joeiah wotdd rathrr have
fS84 to bed, but his iticllutition was not of miich
OStaNOOSOeg al any tlmr, ana none at all when in
Owmpany with hVsnk Fisher. It seemed good to
Frank to sit up late and smoke. He preferred to »lo
It with oempany, and, willy uilly. Josiah est up
with him, getting his clothes odiously impregnuted
with tobacco smok«.
? little· low to-day, isn't bet' Joeiah repealed

apologetically, for Frank had noi leuliod to ¡us first
remark, being overcome by one of those fits of aUr-
my steadily into the lire tbe while he pulled.

. He is much the same SI usual, or ae he has l.ren
an» time these last leu years,'he answered pre»cnily.
'Oh! said Josiah, "l thiught rerba(w flour had

nsaS up or down, or the holler liad huret at tho
mill, or something unpleasant had happened.'

' No. Joeiah, we are somewhat advauced beyond
that stage. At Ihe period of our history with which
you are boat aoouainted they may have bail boilers
!» «»t .r-inllls, bat in the present dsy they see the

water cold. Nevertheless, it was a» the miH that
happened the events to which are traceable the old
man's dBDISQilon I think 1 mentioned then »»··

were at Hittleboruugb a little clrrnmefnoo which
led to nr making a sketch of some eoiintv magie-
trates ¡»ini t heii court f It was liei«, or rather over

at the null render, that the murder took place, it
was the nlil man's nephew who was foully put to
death.
.Miss Hargra\es's brothert'
' Yes, Mnrv's brother.'
Frank said no inore, but, with his chin sunk on

his chest, sat slowly smoking and sturine; into tin·
lire.

' I think I'll go to bed now,' said .losiah after a

pausi·, rising ami yawning in an engaging nuuiier,

designed to hide a growing state of nervousness. In

Battleborougn he hail !>neu consumed by a gentle
desire to know all about the mystery that had

¦fleeted thee· three live*. Hut he did not caroto
luir the story close upon midnight, within sight of
the scene of the tragedy.

Sit down, old man,' said Frank peren ptorily
'it's early yet. and I don't mind tolling you now
that you are here that I broiiulit you down here
witu a special object not hilly revealed in my refer¬
ence to the Bonino ehlraoey-pota. I may want you
todo siuuetliinv'. Don't took eo nnoomfortnble. it

may com.· to nothing, and ¦) worst you will ligure
in it only as a looker-on.? credible witness, if
witnesses be needed, which they may not be. Or

perhaps I ittav be ¦ stupid old fooL1
The cold sweat broke t .rt h on Joaiah'i brow as he

contemplateli the situation. Here be was, against
bis inclination al the ontaet, in a lonely hamlet,
with a man of strong will, and perhaps endevel-
op d tendencies to lunacy, ubo had ¦ murder on

his mind, and wanted Joatah to have somellui,: lo

do with it.
' I told you I found this place accidentally.' Frank

said, taking m> more notjou of Jneiah's perturbe-
non than a siiak,· beetowi on the trembling ol ¦
rabi.it on which It bai fixed ita glittering eye pie
paratory to monchini ?. bones. I came down
hen· sketching aomeol those quaint bun
staying over al tbe little inn ¡uri tbo miller, who
came down on summer eveuings to piai boni·'. ?·
asked me to Ins house, where I mei Mary, then·
uni of seventeen and tin fairest, freebeat crea¬

ture I i-'.it m t. I am int. fonili to make a leng
stori of it It is tbe old, old story, whit b yon have
doubt lean airead] guessed. I fell m love »».th
liary. and dareo to hope that she would come t.>

I.on.imi as iuv wife. It would he,
.Her ?,roihci Jack »»as tv. » yean older than she ;

n han spi, ite I la I, a bo lut: -I un Ici
Ihe rule n| his ancle that honiid biui to thi hateful
enterprin of the mill. Ile did noi qnitc koow

to be. Bal be had a very si
conviction ,i.it he wa· noi meant lo Lm a miller,

? bo al th ii tune »·. a-, a mi » dinereut
man from »»bat you Hudlbim now, being as obsti¬
nate is a pia and as self-willed aa an ass rutl

iheee lei [inn» to li lies I here bed been
a Hargrove* nullei al Filan laie ¦* far hack as

record vent. The present mil! \».is built bj o.ir

friend upstair*, and worked ?»- him ·»

liai proni an I universal credit. His
out >iile the parish ol Filandaie, imi b m
better thin.' ned a gentien an. who ti
course niel leaving ber in a stale ol de litntion,
? be miller would t. t h ivo her ??
Hut ho »».is rarefai tint »Ii
Hal ¦·· m London, an ¡ m hen -ne dud lie bil

i|i to L'auulen Town, saw ber dei enti) borimi,
alii I rough) don ? .l.u .·? ? ·¦ ? ?·

speetivrlj nine and s· »en. He mean! to «to his
duty b\ tin m when be tool them in band, and he
,'. id d'il.· ,· it!, ?,... bad ? tin I
and a comfortable hume, which In these
tii.uil nii'lei th·
toncbea of M try, nos installed tecpor,
Jack, the miller said, si tbe mill when hi
\».? ? goni on being made foi M ; G.
What could be ?.ureim ki'i.'.-r than tbi ' ? foi

tu ? 'CI llllt-?.?,.?. .li,I h -

I, nee ul thi II k> Ol ll.elt I Biete f
_·???? aie e.

l In- Biiller,' added frank severely, all uncon¬
scious 'hit there »»as tornatine rlae in lb« room
whom the cap might lit, was oi e el Ibose ?

»» bo, as th.» say. pal ? boil fort d >w n, novel dono)
ing ? ! ne taken be µ t on, il must
be put down in the right place. He pit bis fool
<b»v»u on the d.i laial ?. that Jai k lionId k.-.p the

.Jet t|,e n. euienl
»»ib in- un ..· every Ralnnlav night. Jack viel .,1

perforce, though it was evident lie wnoid lake tbe
tin! opportunity ol bt, al ??_· the bate in I Imo la
'Iu the meantime be kepi the acconnts

badly, and the prece ··( Saturday evening
o ten brn u b. discussion lieteeen hi ?

himself, in which two hoi tempers ram into colli¬
sion. I suppose Jack bad bei aio»» with
hi· un I·· when he ? el roe mi·· ? itnnlai .it·

stroll, un lu un with m. «ketch-I.? umici mi

IU· tiet.·:·. opened upon Dm with iuquirj
\» hat I » Ii .·¦ io m. -? t, r. The
Inquiry, aa indieaiing di«eoverj ol whsl I though! i
wae e secret locked in my own breast. il n· ?··? m ?·>

web an extent that I only half bean poded
youth ratinili; on with wild remarks, aod I -

presso lv itnpelied hj receiving ¦ blon In tl
well planted between mv eyes. This «as Jack'·
peroration ins empbasta le ¦ declaration tin
lone; a he WOald BSV· HO l.oil'on griltlo>
i.liin prowling round In. ·??..t.

welt-ras ·¦ » mtb, ibougb slight in build, and do
more .· match lor r*e than- iban m I te..·»»

»»it.ut disrespect,· mi arc at the preaeui mo¬

ment. We wi cottage
ol in.· fttdd by th· .in. v· in· b, hi
ii- work, here rum on in tbe lull maiesty
. iron I c i.ii.nel full t"Ut ;··. |.

murks aim.it my intention· toward hi· lister did
rt me, being childish and of ? »urae ibsulntely

\» ? h ut inondation. Bul I ? sold not qiuti ?

th bla . limn was ri

round, I took him by the berla una the rollar, and
dr.'p| e ; him into the «tr im. I lu-« h.?
dru»·, ? in that depth, an th C ol m .¡ .·. ...?

him ·???? 1. "lu ' ti ?? r ri"it"l :·' ? v. tingOll some

distaile,·, j saw Jack ? nt»l lite stream.
I expect he «.e wild with passion, and he stood
there ?·:> iking ??- ? «1 al me aud shoo mg «orni
th il 1 could nut Inar. That was the leal laawol
him till on the ¡·?.?wing aftol nu helped to

him, i»· 'in led to death, np t·· tl:r lit tir bod
on whi b an boui <>< two ster he breathe«! h.s las
'Hadn't he been -..? trim tin- time you parted

with h m ? ill this bsppe
.oh. ·.· ?, ii lit hone, and when Mar» alarms

at hi· appearance Baked bim wbal «ras the matti
be said be bad tallen into ih·· mill-stream. Hal ki
must have told his nele si out nor en oanter, l.u t

»»as through Inm tbs news oi it reached th«
KHUgnl pebre ? ?? the moi ?, u^ alisi tins Lit ti··
¦flair, ì." ¦!· gol ?.paini, dressed in his Sunday l*et,
ss in-ual, -.veiit oVCf tu ih·· mill to BQuere np sown

accounts. His oncle came down and break Iaateil
by himself at ball pa : ». At qnartef peel 10 hi
left the mom an went over lo the mill, retnrnnf !'»

the boum about a i.iiat'ei ol an lenii Ilici. 1 culi

remember there paríicolara aa tbej »»eie».m ·

set for.»aid »» iih »treat detail al tbe inquest. Manr,
wondering where J* k could I»· so long, asked bei
uncle, had be aeen bmt He said " So.'' asked
Mar, for ha bi^eiv coat titiil w.iisii ,«t. put them on
m plane ol those hi a earing, end wenl to
church, Win ? he lane from church Mary, ¡nemes
ing m miu ·. el. as! ed him again n he hai teeu Jack,
and again he ianl " Wo."

f¡* Tiny dined aL'iut 1 o'clock, and an hour later
ie old man. now blnmelf get! log a Ul tie anxious at

the prolonged abei tin· or his in pluvi, went oui and
callo·! on a neighbor to help bun to search 1er Jack,
The two men went down to the mill pond, and
¦fter a brief search concluded that .lack »v.»- Bi f

then·, and mparated, the miller returning lo the
bouse. Later in the afternoon the miller went to

lh- mill to get a food for the hot«". Seeing blood on

the mill ilonr and on the scoop, he conclude,I that
the worst hail happened, and once more calling in

a neighbor, being ¦imaclf too nervoM to search,
the men found nom old .lack et the bottom of the
steps lending from the mill Door. He was lying
partly 00 lili face, his right arm double j ovei hi.
Leni. Kauf bim was ¦ stout itiek enverad at th·
lop with blood. H· waa disfigured wltbwoundaon
the head, and. though still breathing, waa evidently
on tlie» iioinl of death, They carried him to the
bonne, We earned bim upstair·, whet· be presently
died, without even a momentary return to sensi

bilit.v.
'Ihn polire being sumnnned. commenced in dne

form a sear, h in "acli.-w." < ?? ih" iniildh· ilo.? ol
the unii, where it »»as evident the murieron.· at¬

tack Inni cornu, ucci, tin· account-book which .lack
had entered the mill to balance was found l>tug
.»pen Up tu th,· forty-third entry made m the aew

year, nil were In .la· k's hand viri tun.'. Two later
entuen hid beep male m th·* bnndwritiugol the

miller himself. On the pago Ima.led " February 20.
ih7o," wen· spot;» ol idond in lwo niñeen anjearen
Over, appaienti) in un attempi to wipe tbein oil.
There were spots of blood on ¦sverni ol the pat
but they worn mie aie.1 nul»· ou this particular page.
Twelve or thirteen leaves WON indented, an if they
had been struck with sonto beavv pointed instru¬
ment. On the lowtr Hour, nearer the place where
.lack wes fiiuud, tin.· police picked up a mill-punch
covered with blood, l'mm the general appearance
of the piaci) all the witnesses examined at the in¬
quest arrived at tbo toncius-ou that Jack had been
M the middle tloor ciic'aeoii in making up his ac¬

counts when the attack hail commenced, and that
he bad struggled with his a^sailiint, who. over¬

powering bini, had thrown him through the opening
IU the ttiior into the room below. There was some
talk in tbe neighborhood about these entries made
m continuation of .lack's work, evidenti? don· at

some time subsequent to tho moment at which he
had bann engaged with um books when broken in
npon by his murderer. But the miller was able to
explain the matter. u $ouictimo.s," ho said In reply
to the coroner "Ihe deceased neglected to make
entries in bis ncoouiu-book when he was In tbo
habit of receiving money from me. He neglected
to make two on Saturday, und I inaile them yester¬
day,"-lbAt is to say, on the day following that ot
the inurd'T of bis nephew, when tue blood on tbe
leaves could scarcely be dry. Hut of coursa, pain¬
ful as thesn circumstances arc in a family, business
must be attended to.

' it was after the first adjournment of the request
that the police j»onncod upon me. llargraves had,
in s natural attempt to call to mimi all circum¬
stances in the recent history of his nephew, men¬
tioned our quarrel of Saturday. To the mind of ·

country polireman th« whole dark landscape was

forthwith illumined. We bad quarrelled ; he had
.truck me, and I.what bad I none f Why, takeu
hi» up as easily as a child might be lifted, aud had
dropped hhn into tbe milk-stream. What could be
clearer iba* <J»·.« 1 U*d repeated this gymnastic per-

forman« e m ih,· mill, had taken him up and dropped
him down Ihs passa an on to the lower Hoort Ac
cordingiy, when I arrived post-haste at filandaie,
on wading the account of inemardeg fa the news-
Papers, 1 lonnd myself in the arms of ohi Ikxlkins, a
good-natured, padafag-keaded Dolleemsn, with
whom I had smoke»! many a pipe in uuiet country
lanes. ||e almost blubbered as he put the bamb nfl»
on me. and was. I owu, unfeiguedly sorry. Hnt. as
he sani, duty must he done, and the magistrate on
the whole, adsnssr personags than liodkin« htoiaelf
.had signed a warrant for mv arrest.

1 was tak.n oil to Uattlchorough through 8 Rap¬
ing erowd, who, forgetful of the interchange of
many courtesies, »»en· cnauliaoonly of the opinion
tint I was guiliy. in feet, it turned out.what bad
never before been aewpeetod.that my intermittent
resili»?»·«· In the village, and my lonely wanderings
with a sketch-book in my hand, had resulted in a

deeply-seated and unanimous feeling that I was
after mi good: and that I should be arrested on a
charge ot murder aeemed to these go»id people quite
a natami conclnsioa.

1 »»as brottghl up before the magistrates the next
morning, whoa I ma.l« the skatenoí which I told
y"". 1 was ramsndsd for three days, which sufficed
to bring to the knowledge ol the potiee a eiream-
.tanee which they might, perhaps have Irai ned
earlier. M they had not shut their eves, lowered
their heads, and run at tie hull fashion. On tho
Batnrday night, being myself s little npset with my
quarrel with Jack, and desiring stew quiet mo¬
ment* to think the matter over.1 had nalkedovcr
to Battleborougb, hau slept at the Fslstuft, had had
my shavmg water brought up at !· o'clock. ha»l
breakfasted st 10, bed gone over to the old shnreh
tor the p o'clock service, which I bad diligently
sai throughout.though, if my deliverance bad de¬
pended on mv ability to my what the sermon was
shout.] should infallibly have been banged. All
tins was as plain ss day, and there remained noth¬
ing bui foi u,,· |,,,|. Ul roh im ms with many
apologies fi ont the gentlemen on the bench, and
JO"«1.ich rapturous blubbering m the psrt of
ttoilkfaa who wsnted to shake bands with me dì
across the Market place, Bnl 1 bad had .-nough of
tbe police end Hattlehorougb, snd even of Elian-
dsle. wnich 1 -a»-, so more Mil the morning I met
you.

1 cannot iay that 1 was incensed against tbe old
man tor the trouble to which hs hadpntme. it
was natural enough that, in bia anxiety to clear op
"'·· whol.alter, be hould meniiou what Jsck bad
told In n iioeiit our lìgiit, a hieb, moreover, did not
appear altogether withonl Insanii« upon what fol¬
low» ·'. \\ but I »»as maddened .t »»:.- the fact that
thia nnforti nate letting ol the police upon the
»»nui- track luted them sway fromothet path
on »» b .¡? ?,,, ,,?,?,? blood lay, sud which might,
? rhsps, bare ed ihem to poor J u k'a mut
A* il ras nothing was discovered then, or has bron
since. l'h«i muran bas added another to those

* ili. Ii ? iwd the pages ..t nui criuiiu ii
-, and Jsck'.? uni unged. I am

noi a vindictive man, I trust, inn I own I should
like to p.a..y hand un the sbonlder ol the mur¬
derer, »» ita the old stern cry of the prophet: ·· I ion
al ile ni in !" '

Frank ? pipe it with bis
uuk tin h·-- to the tiro, alter a

manner with win» h Josiah nail of Iste grown
lami lar. Hut he hml I this re< dote

, in ·» bit b
.? · ¦;¦ ? u he were strugi · ? a

L '".. what ·¦¦! after a ¡
.1 1.1 .1 l.i'l

he hail in his min 1 »orne pai i. iilar ?
foully dealt, that killed the poor lad,

a tri ».-il t.'.·· happiness ol tao lives. I »»as
n ir hi »·. hai Jai ^ -,??·? lo ine il,ai he I·.

-i»·» -r. imi roy uopo*, and that
part ol his angei with me wae horn ol the convie-
ion t' trilling with aftei lions air. ady
gained, leoni»! noi marry Mars witn tbb> horrible
tiM-ti-iy hanging ovei the house; and aa 1 conld

.peak, 1 went ?
What te he the ri r* of my own career is

of no great matter, i ? ictnre not too late
t.. in ml. But, wbatevet mai Imppea, the other

r I ti'lt irresistibly draa u
us' now, im to-morrow it ¡s ten yean

s.nie tins thing was done. nok shoot
n,e a lut. meanioii i" t ike this matter ??, aun a. .t

tin ifh, al whatever tout, root's what I sin bora
lor. in i.i... an now von know all about it. Inelnd
lug the uiyatrry of muddy boots and mysterious

?? said .i-i·!.ih. but ¡t does not explain why 1
aia I.

.I dnreeay ? in wish yon wen iot. Rut tbe fact
?», that I trlt I un 'ti, ni t..·- in itti t to some« lie,
and lb- iv- :i ¦-. ·¦' I yon St ¡? s par
to u..? crisi Vim can listen .¦ ¦ »l not talk, aud
m· remer. I b'ow good ?

go to I sin.'

IV.
I ' li as

.· ol »»iii.ii Herbert has made mers

ft fair - It, :ht.
d it:, earth ..·! tky,

A; |¦:·¦ liti atened MOW-Storm bad blown
over, snd the aun -lume through s blue snd cloud-

Like everyone elèe In bimodale, the
miller's household wem to church on Sunday morn-

Frank ami Mar- wa !.··.! on I" elniieli !<¦
.?. keeping pai ¦· with

..?? ,-· miller, It Josiah bad ?·>?
.nun", ?: ·, lis orne about, be

- to '.m -¦¦ thai some uncom¬
mon in iluencr wa. al ··»'>..-. The miller hnd taken
m lu·«ni on led stoop. The » er

¦m his ta· e »? ih ?· ned.
i- gentle nalnre was greatly drawn ti

bim, m liad leen ·'..<· t acojiaintauie he

??,in li ama .-.; mio!¡nal ion Ta.es

..? di sert» d tots us »nd ..Ih.
old man toll ·?? ß itb ß.??? » ¦¦ ne s Hi
conversi l with him much m. than with bis older

rsuk, who*.iversational powom were in

tru:h ol a » tried ¦> dii nature.
As has been ß?*ß??, Krai k indulged in long ?

? '.o Jumaba company, at ' mei when more
pi »pei i» In in h» d. At the
would oil a .... uiiutt» tJ'ie

,t m;.. Ibe ni.. Un tini partivulai day he
his gloomiest, and sa»» mure :u the tit,· than

met the eyeol Joaiah »»r anyone rise in the room

lluly with Mu» was be unvarying in his manner,
Hi b-·' probant) set t.-r imn <!: the model ol a

brother iu company with p favoriti it But
«?·..-. ¡? ui tin· type not ?·?> s: l ht

for thosiiupl« ?.I "i Jos ,b to dei.·, t. Wheihei
llarysas or felt them, <*h.aid tell I.since she
berse.t betrayed no indicstton. Frank wae an old
friend, alwBya welcome in happiei mes He bad
rone a»» aj si ? pen., ni n portion ol
vs h e ii » .«· .u cidentally bn»nght bosie to bim, Kor
'«u y-its ??,.???;'.. ?..ni been lu ird ol bini. SOI ?

Jin«, ii..· reached bel diroc.ilj "i indirectly. ihr
bad come t" r.-k-r bin is dead, e ben »» itbool note
of prvparatton he one day walked Into the col

pi e sd hs bat .«? bis u nstomeil peg, and tbe room

»»as ne.- ¡?,.,!.· filled »»¡in the resonant «???ß of s

familial rotas that bad ones been pert of herd-illy
Ufa
Mar.» was greatly fluttered, as any maidsn might

i.eiii miniar circametancse. bat I rank's accentne
nonehalnore - oramuniceted itseit to her. if be t··».»

matters so eooliy, why should shr be m a tlutterf
?.· irdlnglyaftet lbs nrst feu tuoasenta1 nuit.it. m
natural m ime id this apparitimi from the supposed
dead. Marv »»as slicing sold ham fot I rank's
luncheon »»itii as peifert equanimity ami mure thi d
.is iniieh grsee, as was displayed bv rharlotte when
\\ ertber Krai m* hrr catting bread sad butter.

I be milbr WaSOotshls to take matters soquietly.
Frank'· »omini; »»as iiuur than that ol an old friend
long lost to sight ot sy« 01 touch ol hand. Ho
brought with t.iiB the memon of te.rrih;·· »lays thai
bad aeemed to be last folded in the grave.
The dead bo· was dull ? with them at meat,

though he tilled no chair and clamici tin part in
the conversati.m. The fadueUCS of his près
enee was mou in the miller's ever-deepening grief.
»»hieb seemed, aa It Increasingly possessed him, to

absorb ail ihs grosser parta« his patata, learfag
I,'in as (tapis as I child and M gratta us a woman.

In Krank the chilling Inffaeace ol the naaaelesa
tues, «as displayed In bis fits of taciturnity ami
l is lai mased eommmptton ot lobeeoo.
Only Mary aeemed unconscious of the proximity.

??.· had love«| bei broiber. ami passionately
mourned Ins untimely destb. Bnl there was per
haps ¡ninth.·! Borrow Donad up with It which, un¬

ions,¡lonely mingled, bnl token the elasticity out
other steps, much ol the laughter ont ol hei eves,

and had ma le ber a Woman before bur tune.

Joaiah observed tbsl whenever Frank spoku to the
miller's nice»· hi., face beamed with asuddon flnsn
of delight_

V.
Marv prattled ill lbs way tacbareh with Frank,

aud Frank talked to bei with SS light S heart as it

he hail never inaile that sketch on the ban» wall <d

a room at Itattleboroogfa which at other tunes

seemed burned into his memory.
.How wise these young people think themselves
M sompesad with us!' Josiah reflected. ? little
common souse and courage would put all ri.ht.
Bhe loves him and he loves her. Bat he go««

prowlinf round in the early morning 800 si fetiug up

late at night, creating nightmares toi himself and

brooding over mysteries, till ho » ill bave his bran:
»«Idled and his blood soured. She dooeii t know
what to make of it. bnl is proud stul modest, and

perhaps keeps Frank oft" when at times he might
find himself enjoying a Incid .interval. I will sit up
with him one night more and talk to him plainly.
With which resolution Josuib tixexl his Mteetaoles

bo a« to get the rau«e of the pulpit, and having
entonan appearauccof r/rofooadattention, which

irradnally drew Hie rector uiicousci»usly to address
himself to him peraonallj as being the most atten¬
tive member of tlie congregatiou. bo closed his eyes
aud recaptured twenty ralnntae' {sleep IfUched from
him ovcr-nlght bv Frank's unwholesome habita.

It was a alumberons morning, closed in by 8

peaceful evening. With the fall sf darkmaa came

the snow, long threatening. Kllandale drew up Us

(hair ronnd tho tire sod enjoyed the absolute peace
«? the Sabbath evenin«. Nowhere was it more

peaceful than at the mill cottage. When stiprxr
waa over, Mary brought the great Hible in which
the names of Innumerable Margraves were entered,
and the old man read with clear voice the bundW
and second i'salm. ' My days are co«usumed [Jlke
emoke, and my boo«se are burnivi as an hearth. My
heart is siiiltuu, and withered like grass; so that I

forget to oat my bread. ,,.?? 0*JA?" ¥*!,_*
ataulow that ûVclineui ; and 1 am Withered like

grass. Dut thou, O Lord, slialt endure forover;
and Thy remembrance unto ali generation·.'
He was evidently back once more with his

troubles, ard they seemed all the greater to bim by
reason of tbe surcease but just enjoyen.

' I rank.' said Josiah, as tbe two sat tielore tne
Uro for what Frank modestly called his last pipe,
' don|t you think von are agréât foolf
This was strong langnage from the lips of Josiah.

Bnt it was used witu a purpose. He had made up
bis minti to put an cud to the misunderstanding that
he imagined existed between Ins old friend and the
mulera uieie, and, as is the manner with mild
men when lacing a mighty resolve, be was iuclined
to err on the sido ol strong language.
Frank lo iked up, aud regarded the speaker with

lazy curiosity.What forI Because I cannot go to bed early after
the maunerof a learned and automatic thing like
veni or because, when 1 smoke a pipe, I line to
have one that will hold more than a pinch of
tobáceo? There is a little monotony in your criti¬
cism of my habits, which generally alternates be¬
tween these two points. YVh'ih is it to-nightf
'Neither: I was thinking of Mary. I dou't, of

course, know mneh ot such matters but if ordinar»
eyesight serves me. I sho'ihi MV that she is as much
in lo» e with you m you aro w itU her, aud 1 suppowe
you know how much that is.'
Josiah spoke in a tono of assumed confidence,

though all the while he was horribly fnghteued,
and nervously kept his eyes fixed on Frank's faco,
not quite sure what I man like him would do in
oireumataneea like them. Finding fiat ne listened
with a certain wistful look on hie face. Juntan pro
oeeded more briskly.

; Now, if I »vere you, Frank, and knew mv own

mind, I should take an opportunity to-morrow of
bringing fins matter to a Bead. ! suppose von are
certain ol the uucle's consent. Iu such cane, tbo
next thing.'

J «iah, said Frank, i¡utckly looking up, and
speaking in a hard voice that, contrasted with his
former gentle tone, ' oblige me by not again reier-
ruiL' to 'his subject. W itit \oti t:nk of eau never
be. 1 have told you my secret, bnt to other quar¬
ters ] have, 1 think, eeiely guarded it. That«my
only excuse to myself for coming lier·· again. 1
came on another errand than .ove. it may be
accomplished or it may n«t. Id either caos, ¡can-
no!, hope for any conclusion that would make it

tie for me to ipeak to Mary th· word· that
linger <hi mv lips wheuever.as s idem happen·, it I
can help it.1 am ¦lone with hrtr.'
Hereupon Joeieh collaoaed raucb iftei tbe muer·

¦blu ana woe-begone . :i »t ibai .'.is
beeusal upon. II·· bad net .· with great
effort lor ti,,, ?, an lert iken. He bad
stalled well, and had been much pleased with tha
easy How ol hn own ipeocb, sud with its Apparent
eileet n. ou Frank. Now be was cast down and in
a gemi.ill·,· limp and ion. All th:s
uas nothing to bun, and what had be done that be
sbonbl be drawn into tbe toils

ry, and i>r-.i tug up learts f He
¦·¦ is something more than re with the

ft nuce himself, sud il t ·; lisio
could nave been unravelled by placing at her feel
such portion· of the manuscript ol 'Ludergronnd
Kngland'ai .»ere complete. . I mnient
[usi in thai deaperata frame oi mind that would
have hd bim to ta
He gol mit of the a »rlor, ami sioi.· alongthe lobby

feeliug for the beadol the hamster», whicb.
fixed mi way between the irlor in the kitchen.
The (.lichen door was nur. than tall >pen, anda
shall .·! lighl projected il ell into the ball .J·.stab's
blood froze,and U his hair did u flight,
be had aenrious mnaation about its roots that la-
. or· ,? the delusion.
When be maatered the situation, there wee Both-

iug particularly dreadful ebout it. In,· miller wae
m the kiith'u-a eiic.ini-t.i: .··· whiob, seeiufl that
he was imtater ol tbe boose, was net particularly
ti "nit kal ie. Ho »vas sitting un a .h iir pulling on a

pair ol ?·:·-· boots; ? h ¦ matter of-facl procedure
noi to be challenged by a guest. Nevertheless* ll
wasoddtbel a man of régulai habits, who, accord¬
ing to listoni, went to bed ai .n 0 clock, am! m,ght
not be expeeted to rise till 0, should be discovered
m the ?? cheli in the dead of the night, putting on ¦
pair .»? boots by the ugh' ni ? intern.
Ihe look of the old man's (see did Dot tend to

reassure tbe looker-on m the lobby. Joeing
with a ft sh icy current runuing through nil spine.
that be old man's face « as purple wnn suppressed
passion, over whicb sometime« tutted a look of
honor, ll.· was talking to biinself.at least, ¡us
lips moved. ili'Mi'.'M m» ertieuln'c sound escaped
h a. lu- ?? unii tu be expostulating with lomeoee,
violently shaking Ins bead, and sometimes pausing
in the operation ol polling on but I .:.obis
list. when be had, with much stumping aud
ibrusting, got on hia boots, be put on ? »rent over¬
coat, wound a minller rcuiid Ins throat, pulled ou a

thick woollen ap, look up hs blackthorn stick
lying in a corner ol the kitchen, and with tin· lau¬
ten: m ? In· other baud. mad. toi the door leading
out at the back iu the direction ot the null.

M.
Krank Frank !'
losiah wee shaking np tbe burly liirure seated at

the ¡in·, with astonishing frenzy. Hut Frank had
at last actually (allée asleep, and took a «real deal
ni rousing,
'There m something the mutter with the miller.

Prank. I l'in him go out ju.st DOW at the back
loor, ami 1 don't think he is in a condition tobe
rusted ? bitaseli.'
G? a:ik ? as wide awake now.
? it - ion in t be said,
i.i flunk so. 1 s.iu· t|,. ,i,ior open fora lim¬

imi by the light ol the lantern 1 just caught a

> .iinpsK ol falling nakee.'
.et on y mir lungs a* quick ¡U \ 00 e in timi eOUM

¦long with mo.quietly, though- ind don't distnru
the household or let Mary km >* anything of this.'

\ «ere dressed and down in lee- I ban live
m nutos. ani, standing it ti. open door by which
the ruttici had ju-t passed ont, looked ont on the
night. They eould not sm far, though there wna

.mi tbe luminous glare thai .is from on-
Iroiblen snow, ternas stioii,· itraishl on over the

s snow and through the minding Norm.
11: y had not gol thirty pans from the bouao be¬
fore, like everything eins, it disappeared (rom view.

The wind wai blowing the snow direct in their
tei th. ? bey sa»» the null presently, bai mg kept on
a bee-line for Ik The key »»as m the door on the

e. ami it remain -d tor them only to lilt tuo

latch and walk m. The door opened on to ? mom
in which soksnt coin were neaped. Through tbe I
centre of the Hoor chain passed, connected with·
\»m i:. im the purpose ol raising and lowering
socks ol ilour. Ihe lowei room wai in darkoeaa,
but through the aperture m the floor above, through
which Bcees· WM gamed b.\ .tops, they saw the
lami gluurner of a light.

Hont sprak,' ¡'rank whispered; 'follow me

·,» and quietly.1
Creeping gently up the m airease with Josiah ex-

ibgly ehisn at liii heels, :hsy beard the miller
tolking m a hmd and angry voice. He seemed to

?ve someone with bim. though the other made no

audible rapiv to his bitter reproaches aud pandeo·
at*· denunciation. When they reached the level of
the iloor, and could look In, they new that the
iunior was alone. He had taken oil the thnk over

coat .nul pushed tbo woollen cap back ovei ins fete-
bead, ll·' we· nt,Hiding by a pialli deal desk, set

against the wall, which in the day-time was used
1.» the ? Icrk who bad taken the pin ¦ once tilled Of
.liiek. lu fact, the desk »»a« in exactly the same

place where it was on the Sunday morning M l'eu
.lack sat al it lor the laet time.

The miller bail piacivi tbo lantern on the desk
with the dark sido toward the staircase, leaving all
thai part ol th·· room in deep shadow, li·· stood
with Ins left elbow on the disk, his right baud ner¬

vously grasping the thick blackthorn Josiah
bud seen bim take up out of the kitchen. The
Ugbt of tbe lantern shone tuli on lu.s face, winch was

distorted b» pµtt??? The account-book lay open an

the desk, aun the miller w*« eppan ntly expostulat¬
ing »»lib someone m reference to it«condition,
liut as far ne the ahrvertng .losmh could make out,
there »vas no one in the room, and he watched with

growing horror the eyeeoi the Duller, biasing with

passion, apparently fix··»! upon Someone whom ho
saw sitting ou the stool.
? good-for-noüiiug lazy lad!' tbo miller wan

shouting at the top of his voice when the two

guest· from the cottage name within hearing.
.This i* :i pretty return ron make me tor all 1

ha» e doue! 1 had DO call to take you out of the

suualcr in winch your Hue-gentleman lather left

you. If it hod been me who was in bmaheeOMsd
nini ni .ltiiiip, 1 warrant he would have left ma and
mine to starve. Hut 1 take vu up. elv« von a good
liouie. grudge you DO POoket-mOBOJ. don't Ux»k you
lo do too much for it. aud look here ! Here aro

three accounts tbat 1 can call to miad al. the uni¬

ment which you don't enter in the Isiok. and aliteli.
it l bad not chanced to look over the h,t, would
never haie bean Baked for. 1 am not going to work
this mill for nothing or for good-for-nothings. You
will have a »reek to think ol ,it. Next lima a thmg
like this happens, you leave the place, go your own

way, and if ever I catch von writing to Mary, or

trying to see her when von have once lett the mill. 1
will bundle lieront attar yon, utnl you may lauh go
and starve in hne-getilleraan fnehloc.'
As the miller said these word« his voice rose al¬

most to a scream. There was Hing by the ,oi>eu
book amili puuch, which whilst lietapokodie hud

taken up in his lett baud, and as be mtsred this

lasl threat he smote tne irou puuoh with.pointed
«ml downward iuto tbo open aceouut book, piercing
it at every blow.
.Hal' he screamed. ' vou'll strike your uncle!

Take that,' aud with bis left band bo struck at tbo
air above tbe stool, where Josiah instinctively felt
the bead of the lad would be, suppostili} he were

silting there In the body. Leaping backward us if he

himself hail bocu «truck in the face, the miller
made as if be wore closing with an antagonist.
With panting bieatb, but otherwise in grimmest
silence, the old man fought with bis ghostly ad¬
versary, stumbling and struggling about tuo room

till be beat tbe invisible Something against tbe
wall, and then stood backlregardiiig it. Suddenly
be iliade a dash at the chains whiob ¡panned from

tîoor to door through the middle ot the room, and
beat on them fiercely with his stiok, from which

Josiah gathered with horrid diatiuotnesa that the
lad, having been iieaton down in the corner of the

room, hail, in a moment of desperation, attempted
to rosb aerose the room in the direction of tbe stair¬
case, but had been caught at tbe chains, which be

oluug to till beaten oñ by his uncle.
' I can stsnd this no longer.' said Frank, and

without further attempt at ouuueaimeni he entered
tbe room, with Josiah cleaving to him as a shadow.
The miller had neither eyes merfaare far anrtfatng

save the ghostly sights and soumis which notseesed
his tancy. Frank and Jonah hail e.arcelv entered
the room when he made as if he were dragging a
l>ody from the »bains into the middle of the room
to* ? ? tbe staircase. Here he tinnir his ghostly
burden down, aud stood for a moment peering
down into the tlarkneee.
Frank cam«» forward, and. taking him* by the

collar «>f his coat, pulled him round, and looking
sternly into his face, said :

' Miller, thou art the man '.'
It was well that the grasp by which he held was

firm, otherwise the old man would have toppled
over, aud fallen where ho had thrown his nephew
on hat same day ten yean ago. Hut Frank held
him as in a vie«. His face when turned reumi to
the liirht was still distorted by the psesion that pos¬
sessed him. tiis eyes were bloodshot, his forehead
wa» set in a deep Irowu. aud his «ir» lips slowly
opened over hi- Irmly »en teeth. When bis eyes
met Frank s ami turned with quick inquiry to the
tiKtire which stood a little in tho bunagroons], a re¬
markable transformation was *h>( ted. Ths
strength passion bad lent him laded from his face.
Ins anus foil limp at bis si.le, his kuiMts lient under
him, ami h« fell a nerveless heap at Frank's feet.

'(.et up and etimo away from this,' Frank said.
Hut the miller made no sign either of speech ot
motion.

I expect he ha« faintsd ; brina e the light.'
Josiah brought tlie lantern, wl. h turned on the

ESOS of the old man, leti do »Ioni t of what bad hag*·
pened. The stroke, long pending, hail lallen, and
the miller lay «luminimi helpless on the spot whence
be bad rolled over the still living body of his
nephew,
We must get him Inme somehow,' nid Frank, no

1???»·G gruti m voicoanil stern in manner. ' It will
be a gn at slunk to Mary, but it »vili, loi the present
at least, serve to explain everything, ami we can
think ever what must follow.'
They carried the titolese figure of the miller home

;h the building «now, ami for the second time
within ths history of the little iMmashold 8 0001
wrei k of humanity, speechless and motionless, wss
cariied no tin- narrow si airease and laid on a bed,
from whiea it waaoal] ßßßß more to be lifted out,

VII.
AJÍ 'be villane »Tent to the funeral, for th.» miller

wasalwayi popular, being ostooinod and leared in
the earlier <ia\s. wiito a naturally nngorernabnf
t. mpei ?. easionallr got the better of bim, and loved
Hiitl respeeted tu biter veers, when m the shadow of
his gn a: mrrow h<· had fought against human in¬

firmiti snd liloriously overeóme it. Mary would
v·- the boose wfiiist tandead body lav m it.

or ,·?· ? sfMC, when everyone said she ought to go
for changa
The miller bad left lier the while ol his property,

ami it si emed to her that she would be beat rsspSOs*
ing his wishes by rematami where sin· »» is, ami as

po dbls allowing thiiurs ti> go on as betöre.
Fraus su ? Josiah spent their lust night m th.· cottage

eve of th,· inn, ral. Frank reproduced hai
pipe, nd fell Into Ins old habit ot sitting seasons·
piativi before tbe Urn,

You will be o.l in the morning, old mitt.' he said,
after one of Ins eloquent pensee, ' and I am aIrani
yon will uot regard your bolide) down here as
either lively or refreshing. Then is one worn I
want tosa) to you, though. 1 daresay your good

Vili hive lorestallod it. Let the Me ret gO
Into the grave when these two will lis together.
That \* .s a nini winch I sonfssa gave me ? gsoa
dea. of 'run!.·!,·. It was »if course natural that the

-hnuhl be buried in 1rs own grave, though
the notion tiiat he Wits thus to tiud quiet »'»uipan-
louship with Ins nephew »»as at liisl very revolting
tu tu··. Bal I se·· umru clearly ii"»v ths measure of
bisguilt. I doubt OVOO whether, ii nil the » m u in¬

stances had bean placad before s Inrjr ss rlnariy 88
tnay wen brought nadsc our eyes, they »»«mid have
wille the crime murder, and would not gladly have
availed themselves ot tas opportuni!»· of bringing
m a verdict Ol man-laughter. I th uk ii is clear
that Jack, who I have goni reason to know shared
In- ii'i le'a » lotest temper, struck him Amt ami ths
blows that followed were dealt ui a lury of passion,
free at least Irom the guilt of premeditated murder.
."¡nee tie n be li.is lived ten years, which I believe
have been one long unceasing pant; »>f rémoise
I »ay ami night he has fought SgS list the ilumina
lion ol that temper whtoh led bim into tune. I er-
i>e t that on Sunday he had been brooding over the
annlreraery, ¡.nd his brain, temporarily at least,
giving way, the ladine bad been accompanied liy a
paroxysm of passion m which be once mor«! went
through tlie fearful si-ii.i·. JaekO «lenth is almost
forgotten. ??? millers baud in it is uususpe<t«»<L
No innocent person has mftared by his acapo, and
sin,',· m. .',· n|. but only inffalte pain, woahl come of
the discovery, let ss bar»our knowledge of It in
tlie grave wiiere we shall lav the old man m the
morning'

And what about M.irv i"
'I a.n L'oins away in the morti'u» as -oon as the

funeral is ????.' said Frank shrnpsly. ami Josiah
reoogmzed In the ione a bar to tunhei eoavs888>
tion.
Frank went away as Ii·· said, but there Is reason

to béliers thai at some eabsequenl tuna he must
have rettimeli. At an» rat.·, it Would uot be reason¬
able to suppose, from all we kn»>»v of her character,
that the mlitara niece would bave fidlowed bini to
London, '»'.bat is certain is that Jost-ib isa con¬
stant visitor at a house 01 r«»d buck tmiitage aud
Flisabel ban design, built not a mils and s ball frein
Uamoetead Heath. Here lives tL·.· miller's niece,
now Intowa as Mrs. Frank Fieber, the happy wife
or toe disUngaiabsd anist whom picture, 'r-nnaet
at the Mill.' »vili be remembered as the great attrac¬
tion at tie A« .deinv laut year.
They masi have been Harried some firae. too, for

JosisG lias twu-e had an opportunity of severally
mnonncin ( the devil ami all lus woeka sa b^hjili of
two small atoms of humanity BSf forth m lace
frills. They ¡ire both bo\s, and the ilrst »vjsof
course christened Frank. With respect to tho
aecontl, Mary, thiuking kiodly of many years'kin»
m-s m t.u-otl times, would have had tho lad named
Aiiird.
D ar titiele would have l>eeii 88 fond of him if he

tin! been alive to know him.' shs said, »»lib s >f tly
glistening eyas,

tint aornehow or other Frank objettod to this
name, protestili:/ that, for UBccountabls nasone,
he bad never been able to bear it. Il·· suggested
Joeiah, a proposal against which Mrs. Prank Fisher
at ttrta turnad np her pretty nsse. But she relented
when Frank told her. even with unnecessary en¬
largement, bow Jesiab had pleaded her cause in times
past, li.· was s perfect nuisance to ma wish bla
-What about Marc'" * Wnat will Marv think oi
thisf ami Won't you po down on your knee* and
implore her to marry f

s«, they altad the babe Joatoh.-^BeIgrarta.
·· is THE CBOWDMO CiTT 8TEKEV

In the erowdod < tty etrwot,
[Taiewarded ami asdeetsd,

'Jam the rush of hurrying feet
Sol ¡tory, sa«l. »rejected,

Stands with violin in hand
? »ne h, fame and foriun»· slighteò.

One «#f Orphean scattered ba;.«l.
Scattered, but in heart united.

HOW, »vith t.ais, ho turns sway
When a passing atrangor Lingers,

Be^s his violin to play-
Sways the chords with jewelled tinger».

While the thrilling tones that rioe
.Stop the teeming tide of trafü.·,

As tbe genius in disguise
Mo íes t.cir souls with sounds seraphic

And the scorned one, scorned so long,
Heaps, with gratitude aatl «lado-v,

All the hai ve*t that the throng
Shower in storms of gleeful insdoese.

AJi! sometimes, too, whes the bard.
Silent, sad. i.i slowly turning

From th·· world, whose cold rogar·!
Wears his heart with wasted ycarnini;

From the realm ef greater souls
Fin»*, to touch the lips that falter,

Sinne bright seruph. with the coals
('audit from an immortal sitar.

So commissioned, so inspired,
Ah! what eyes with rapture glisten.

While he sings, with genius fired,
Ami th»· world sta.mis still to hwaOB.

V» I1.IUK1· 11. \\ »"Hi of.

CHARLBSBJÑGJLJn os PRATER
t / t'Jn ./in./ rrtntfd in Ihr Spr.-tiior.

" Von an a sanguine man, my »bar sir. S he ask
me I». solve for you the riddle of existence, aiure ths
days oí .<id> ami Solomon, since the -lays of So«·rates
and Buddha! the especial riddle, toe. «»four time,
with its increased knowledge »if physical s»ience.
Hut what I mi m to know, 1 will tsll you.
Kuowiug and beiicvlnji a great deal of the ud.

vanced ph\-u al science of Darwin's school, 1 still
can say 1 Jo sot believe in the exisU'bcc of I.aW,
"Lawsoî Nature,' Laws impressed,' or ' properties
impressed on Matter.' are fa me, after careful anolyv
ais of their mnsning sssri jargon. Nothing exists
but Will. All physiual laws and phenomena are
but the manifesta!tous of that Will,.om, orderly,
utterly wise, utterly benevoleut. In Him. ' the
Father,' I eoo trust, in spite of the horrible tluugs I
see. in spite of the fast that aay own pro vere are not
answered. I believe that He m*kee all thin« worts

touether for the g«»od ef the biuueii race, and of in·,
anioni tho rest, aa long as I obey His will. I believe
GG . ?_:fl ..G^_·, ..,,·,.,.«.-_r not accordici to tbS

Law anu »w«»»»! * »«"»· "r^w
M uiiántomi? of my own iroaginatioB, always read*
tareaaawsT but always oenam. like; we to. vaaiah
UI n?Kfore one sound ^?^?^?.?.?t*

JsinÄ^lßfeWRÄ^^
to I.« coming ? Boston In the tame «>ar with Ha leca
L » ear Ufore Ids d«*th. ?? Intended to stop a]
«tauiíord, which «as than Ids homo,.but betas-faj
eoBversational moo»i. to thiir surprise he «ild r~
move when ihey arrived at that station, Ajrey*
not to stop at Ptamferd to-dsj f tlie lady sakxal
He looked up in amaxoineut, saying, as he took no

friend's hand. " The oonverssUon of your wifa hM
so interested and absorbed me that I have ss_M
what never «.<·« urred before fa the course of Q»
long Hie, unconscious of the Journey.'' The good
ladv had scarcely opened her lips; bat what genfaa
for lUtautae- Mail* Fields'e ??ß??.


